Mr. HOW E's 


SRERMON 


On the DEATH of 


Mr. RICH, ADAMS. 


OE I EIS 


SERMON 


DEAIH 


OF THAT 


Reverend and Worthy Servant 
of CHEREST 


Mr. Richard Adams, M. A. 


SOMETIME 


Fellow of Brazen - Noſe C olledge 
in Oxford. Afterwards, Miniſter of 
St. Mildred Breadſtreet , London. 
More lately, Paſtor of a Congregation 
in Southwark, 


Who Decealed Febr. 7th. 169g]. 


Preached, Febraary the 20th. 16g8. 
By JOHN HOWE, Miniſter of 
the GOSPEL. 


LONDON: Printed by S. B , for 
Tho. Parkhurſt at the Bible and Three 
Crowns in -Cheapfide , near Mercers « Chay- 
pel, 169g8. ny = 


| To Mrs. Ana Adams, Wi- 
' dow, and Coll, fobn 
Adams, Brother to the 


Deceaſed Mr, Richard 
Adams. 


| My Honour'd Friends, 


Eath is too common a 
Theam, and too obui- 
ous to our Senſe to be thought 
ſtrange, any more than that we 
lrve, But that the Courſe of 
our Life, as to the Riſe, Pro- 
greſs, and Period of it, is at 
tbe diſpoſe of one commonLord of 
all, becauſe it belongs to a Sphere 
above Senſe, is little conſidered 


by the moſt, To you, I donbt 


"The EniMe 
not, its far from Few 4 new or 
unfamiliar T hought. And 
thereupon, that the Precious 
Life you bave lately ſeen Fi- 
niſhed, was meaſured by Him 
who could not therein be unkind 
to him who is gone; or to 
you who ſtay behind, 

Ie do, indeed, Termpt our 
ſekves, if we expett from his 
kindneſs unreaſonable T bings. 
As that he ſhould, to Gratify us, 
alter the Courſe of Nature, or 
recal the Unrverſal Commiſſion 
of Death, or only let it ſtand in 
force with an Exception, as tO 
our ſelves, our Relatives, 
and Friends, or that be ſhould 
tear his own moſt inviolable 


Cone 


Dedicatory. 
Conſtttutions ; by which the pre= 
ſent State is to be but Tran- 
fitory, and the future the only 
fixed State, which were to 
ſubvert the whole frame of Re. 
ligion, to nullify the defagn of 
Redemption, to take down bis 
T ribunal, to aboliſh and lay aſide 
all thoughts of a Judgment to 
come, and finally to make the 
Kingdom of His dear Son 
| to terminate m a Dunghil, 
While no ſuch wiſh hath place 
with you, your Reconciliation 
i eaſre to the Providence that 
bath for the preſent berexved 
you of ſo deleffable a Relation, 
And the Love of God, which 


prevailing in you, will prompt 


Cs. DAM 


The Epiſtle; ><. | 
you to compliance with bis will, | 
muſt be the evidence of your ti= 
tle to the beſt Bleſſings of both 
Worlds. For both the things in 
the other State the Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
&c. And the Concurrent 
Operation of all things for | 
good #n this preſent State, do 
all belong. to Perſons of tbe 
ſame Charafter, The Lovers 
of God, 1 Cor. 2. 9. Rom. 
8, 28. Which that you may 
conſtantly and fully experience 
to the end, and in the end, is 
the ſerious Prayer, for you, of 
Your very Reſpecttul, 
net. Aﬀectionate | 
Servant: in Chriſt 
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PHILIPIANSTI. latter part of v.23, 


Having a deſire to Depart, and to be 
with Chriſt, which is far better. 


The foregoing Words are, 


I am in a ſtraight betwixt two. And 
then it follows, Having « defere to 
depart, Kc, 


F you ſhould have no other Sub- 
jet for your preſent Conlidera- 
tion, than only ; That one in 
your Neighbourhood 1s Lately 
Dead ; Even that it ſelf would 

deſerve your | very ſerious Thong 
B he 
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The Tranſlation of Humane Souls from 
World to World, and out of this Pre- 
ſent, into their Eternal State, 1s no 
light Matter ; and does claim and chal- 
lenge more ſerious Thoughts, than it 
is commonly wont to fmd and meet 
with, Nor does the commonnels of 
ſuchan occaſion, at all excuſe the (light- 
neſs of Mens Thoughts upon it; but 
rather aggravate it unſpeakably more. 
That which we find to be ſo common 
and univerſal a Cafe, we may be ſure 
will ſhortly be our own : And as it is 
now matter of Diſcourſe with us, that 
ſuch a one 15 Dead, we ſhall ere it be 
long, according as we have been more 
or leſs regarded in the World, be a like 
Subject ot Diſcourſe to others. 
* But it isa greater Thing, when it can 
be ſaid,« Good Max is gone; there is a 
more ſpecial Remark to »e put upon the 
Deceaſe of ſuch a one, Mark the perfed# 
Man, and behold the Opricht, the pd 
of that Man is Peace, as Fſalm 37.. 
There 1s that Agreement berween #i- 
Way and bis Exd, they are ſo mucly bf 
a Piece, and do ſo exattly Correſpond ; 
a courſe tranſacted in a conſtant Sereni- 
" ry 


/ 


7 and Peare, meeting at length with 
eace as the End of it z An even courſe, 
ſtill, uniform, ſelf-agreeable, ever equal 
to, and like it (elf, ending at laſt in 
Peace : Mark this | how he goes off, 
mark (ach a Lite ſo ending ! 

But it yet Challenges more intenſe 
Conſideration, when fuch a one is ta- 
ken away from amongſt us, and the 
Progreſs and Period of his Courſe 
come to be viewed together, whoſe 
Life was a continued Series of Labours 
in the Lords Vineyard, from the earli- 
er, to the later Hours of his Day; 
when ſuch a one has finiſhed his Corſe, 
and fought ont the good Fight of Faith, 
and is entered into his Reſt ; by the 
vouchſatement of his indulgent Lord 
and Maſter, is made to ref from his 
Laboxurs, and receive the Reward of 
them, the Reward of Grace, with a 
Well done good and faithful Servant, en- 
ter into the Foy of thy Lord / 

And ſure it cannot be ungrateful to 
you, to be deſired here to ſtay a Intle, 
to make a ſtand, and pauſe, and enter- 
tain your (elves a while with the Con- 
ſideration of ſuch a Them and Subject 

SH..." as 
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as\this. Eſpecially it cannot be an un- 
gragetul Contemplation, to ſuch as have * 
nown the Do@rine, ahd Purpoſe, and | 

Faith, and Charity, and manner of Life, of 
ſuch a one, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ; ſo as *' 
to be told of nothing, but what you } 
knew before : And fo they are not du- 
bious and uncertain Thoughts, that 
you are to employ upon ſuch a Theem; | 
you are well afſured of the Truth of the ' 
Fact, and when you know it to be true, | 
you cannot bur diſcern it to be very | 
conſiderable and important Truth, and | 
of very great Concernment to you. 
What the Spirit of ſuch a one has been 
through his whole Courſe, you have a 
very igh Example of in this Bleſſed 
Apoſtle 3 And a Copy has been written 
out fair, after ſuch a Pattern,by this late- ; 

ly Deceaſed worthy Servant of Chriſt, 
Reſides the many Straights and Difhcul- 
ties, that great Apoſtle met with in the 
Courſe and Current of his Timez he 
meets with this towards the end of it, / 
to be in a ſtraight between two, and be | 
does not know what to chaſe, viz. be- 
tween theſe two Things, The Conlide- 
ration of whet would. be the beſt. and uy 
| valuable 


Y1M 
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| that to depart, and to be with _— 
{ would be the beſt and moſt valuabl 

| Good to himſelt: And it was as little 
| to be doubted of, but that bis contimn- 
| ed abode and ftay in this World, would 
| be much more a valuable Good unto the 
{ Chriſtian Church ; and unto thisor thar 
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valuable good to himſelf; and the Conſi- 


{ deration of what would be the more va 
| luable Good, wnto the Chriſtian Church, 


and particularly unto theſe Chriſtian 
Philipptans, to whom he now writes. 
He had no doubt at all in the Caſe, but 


e 


Church in particular, that had injoyed, 
and might turther injoy, his moſt fruit- 


| ful Labours. His dithculy and ſtraight, 


was not either what was beit for hin, or 
what was beif for them; but which of 


| theſe two he ſhould, = the whole, pre- 


ferz whether he ſhould prefer his 
own Private Intereſt, or prefer the 
common Intereſt of Chriſt in the 
World. And upon weighing and 


; pondering the Matter with himſelf, 
| he does prefer the latter, (oas, without 


any kind of Hefitation,” to expreſs 
a great —_—_— in it, that he 
ſhould be continued yet longer, ſome 

B 


3 time 


6 A Fineral Sermon on the 
time longer, for common good, in this | 
World. And it wasa moſt noble piece 
of Selt-denial that was exerciſed herein, 
f you conſider what the Apoſtles Pri- 
viledges had been. He had been caught 
upinto the Third Heaven, he had there 
ſeen unutterable Things ; nor could he 
doubt his Intereſt in the Felicity and 
Glory of the Heavenly State. On the 
other hand confider, his Life here on 
Earth, was no voluptnous Life, it was 
not a Life of Eaſe and Pleaſure, See | 
the Account that he gives of it in 1 Cor. 
4. and in 2 Cor. 6. and in Chap, 11. of ' 
the ſame Epiſtle. And to find, amongſt 
how many Deaths he converſt as it were : 
every Day of his Lite, how familiar La- 
bours, and Faſtings, and Watchings 
were to him ; yea Stripes and Imprifon- 
ments; and that he was now at this 
Time a Priſoxer, as we (ce in ſome fore- 
going Verſes of this very Chapter, viz. 
ver. 13, 14, 16. even in the very Lions 
Paw, in the continual Expectation of 
being devoured, and not long after to 
be offered ' up, as he elſewhere ſpeaks. 
Yet he ſeems to take great Complacen- 
ey in the Thoughts of, having ſome 
Additi- 
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Addition made to his Time in this 
World, on the common Chriftian Ac- 
count ; and that his own Bleſedneſs and 
Clory ſhould be, for this Reaſon, a lit- 
tle while deferred ; he was Patient of 
this, he could indure it, out of his 
Love to Chriſt and the Souls of Men. 
But as to himſelf, tor what he eſteemed, 
and defired accordingly, as his beit and 
moſt valuable Good, he was in no He- 
firation or Doubt concerning that, but 
Pronounces without any more ado, That 
he did defire to be diſſolved, or Depart, 
( the Words may be read either way ) 
and to be with Chrift, which is far better ; 
only he diſtinguiſhes what was his own 
moit valuable good, and what was the 
molt valuable good of the Chriitian Church. 
And though he give tbis latter che Pre- 
ference, as in it (elf the more confide- 
rable Thing : Tet as to himſelf, and bis 
own comeerns , to Depart, and be with 
ChrifF, he reckons far better : And ac- 
cordingly he did defire it as ſuch, as 
better for him ;, as having nothing to de- 
tain him, or nothing, which, on his 
own Private Account , he could ſo much 
Mind or Cover, as that. 

B 4 Now 
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Now in this Compariſon, - "tis this 
one ſide of it, which the Wards that | 
have read to you do call vs to conlider, 
and confine us to at this Time. As to 
that other Part, it lies within the Com- 
paſs of rhe Context, but not of the Text 4 
and fo we ſhall not Treat of that at pre- 
ſent : But conſider, what is the genu- 
inc Temper and Diſpolition of a Chri- 
itian, and more principally of a Mini- 
iter of Chrii#, in reterence to what he 
is to eye and look upon as bis own bei, 
and moit valuable Good ;, and that is, to 
Depert, and to be with Chriif, This in- 
deed the Apoſtle ſpeaks of himſelf, a 
great and eminent Miniſter of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. But though this Temper and 
Diſpoſition of Spirit was agreeable,it was 
not appropriate to (uch a one. It is indeed 
very agreeable, it is very ſuitable tothe 
Spiric of a faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, 
in reference to himſelf, and any Inte- 
reſt and Concern of his, to deſire to 
depart, and to be with Chriſt : But it is 
not {o agreeable to ſuch a one, as to te 
appropriate to him, or to exclude the 
generality of (ſerious and living Chritti- 
ans z becaule It is »pon one account ; prin- 


pally 
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cipally common to Miniſters, and to 
other Chriſtians, that this Judgment is 


ro be made, and this Deſire is to have 


Place in Reference to that Judgment. 


' And therefore, that is what I will, for 
{ the little Time that remains, chietly in- 
| fiſt: upon, 


That it ought to be, and in very great 
meaſure is, the Temper and Chara- 
Her of gracious Perſons, or ſincere 
Chriſtians , but principally of the 
faithful Miniſters of Chriit, with 
Reference to any Intereſ# or Concern 


of theirs, to deſere to leave this 
World, and to be with Chrift. 


And in ſpeaking to this, I ſhall briet- 
ly, 1. Explain what requires to be 
explained in itz and then, 2. Shew 
you upon what grounds this Temper 
and Diſpoſition of Mind is agreeable, 
in the General to ſincere Chriſtians. 
3. Upon what more peculiar grounds 
it is more eſpecially ſuitable to the taich- 
ful Miniſters of Chriſt. And fo make 
ule of the whole. 


1. AS 


io A Puntral Sermon on the 
. As to what requires Explication, 
Here we muſt ſhow you what the Object 
| Defire is, in the firſt Place; and 
en ſecondly, Show you what this De- 
fire, with the Judgment unto which it is 
conformable, 1umports and carries in it. 
Then we ſhall proceed to conſider the 
__ both with Reference ro Chri- 
tans in General, and the faithful 'Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt in Special, of their ha- 
ving this as an habitnal Temper of Spi- 
rit belonging to them. 

1. We are to confider the Object, 
which this Diſpotition of Spirit, here 
deſcribed, has Reference to. And that 
1s Two-fold, Privative, and Poſitive. 
There is 

1. The Privative Object, that this 
Diſpoſition has Reference to ; and that 
is, departing from hence. Their defire 
is to be gone, not to ſtay always here, 
þ. te. as to any Concern of their on')r. In- 
deed upon other Accounts, abſtratted 
from their own and more important, 
there may be Confiderations that may 
induce their willingneſs to ſtay ; But as 
to their own Concerns, the Privative 
Object of their Delire, is, to be diſſolved, 


or 
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or to be gone, &; 1 draxdesr, they would 
fain be diffolved ; take that reading, 
and this is ſuch a ones ſenſe, I would 
fain have my Bonds and Shackles takers 
off, I would be looſe, not be always con- 
fined to a Body of Sin and Death, and to 
a vain and wicked World : For theſe are 
the things to which we are united : Or 
take the other reading that are to be left, 
in this departure. To depart, What are 
we to depart from ? Why the Gravami- 
»4, the moſt grievous things are, a bo- 
dy of Sin and Death, and a vain and 
finful World. When God ces good, I 
would depart, ſays ſuch a one, from 
theſe irklome grievous Things , that, 
while they detain me, Torment me eve- 
ry hour. And then 

2. There is the Poſitive Object, that 
this Diſpoſition has reterence to ; and 
that is, to be with Chriſt, This.is a 
mighty thought, if we had time to ſtay 
upon it. It is generally to be conlidered 
here, with reference to what State of our 
Lord Chriſt, this was fpoken, and then 
what it is tO be with Lim in that State. 


1. With 
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1. With reference to- what State of 
our Lord Jeſus this was - . I de- 
fire to be with Chriſt, Chrilt was not at 
this time in his i of Humiliation ; 
he was not now in the form of a Ser- 
vant 3 he was not now going to Die, 
and Sacrifice himſelt upon an ignomini- 
ous Croſs, as it was mention'd he had 
done, in the next Chapter, Who being 
im the form of God, thought it not Robbery 
to be equal with God ; he made himſelf of 
wo Reputation, and took wpon him the 
form of a Servant, and was obedient to 
Death. It is not in reference to this 
State, but what follows, that this is 
ſpoken ; W berefore God has highly exat- 
ted him, and given him a Name above c- 
very name ;, that at bis Name, or in his 
Name, cuvery Knee ſhould bow, both of 
Things in Heaven, and Things on Earth, 
and Things under the Earth. It is that 
State of Glory, in which he was Inthro- 
ned, and was receiving the Homage af 
all ranks of Creatures, according ta 
their capacities. It 1s this State, that is 
here reterred to. 


And 
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And then, What it it to be with him 
in this State, That we are to conſider : 
And plain it is, it is not to be with him 
as SpeFators only, but in ſome ſort as 
Partakers ; not barely as Spectators. In- 
deed, to be (o, is a moſt defirable thing, 
to all the Lovers of Chriſt ; To behold 
him upon the Throne, inveſted with 
Glory, the higheſt Glory. Bur this is 
not all. Indeed, Participation with 
him, is ſometimes expreſt by Beholding, 
as in John 17. 24. Father, I will, that 
they whom thou haſt given me, may be 
with me where 1 am, that they may behold 
the Glory that thou haſt given me : For 
thou lovedſt me before the Foundation of 
the World was laid. But that Beholding, 
is Freitive Vifon ; the Viſion, not of 
meer SpeZation, but Fruition, by which 
we enjoy what we ſee. And fo we are 
_— to reckon concerning this being 
with Chriſt in the State of Glory. It 
we be Dead with him, we belicve we ſhal/ 
allo lrve with him, by participation of the 
{ame Glorious, Bliſstul Lite, Roe. 6. 8. 
and chap. 8. ver. 17. If we are Chil- 
dren, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and 
Joim- Heirs with Chriſt ; that if we ſuffer 


wit 
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with him, we might be alſo glorified toge- 
ther. Glorified, is to be made Glori- 


. ous, to be Participants of the ſame Glo- 


ry with him, and not SpeFators meerly. 
We are not to be Glorified meerly by a 
Glory that we are to behold, but which we 
are to beer ;, not which we are to be the 
Witneſſes of only, but the Subje@s, where- 
by we are to be made Gloriows, in confor- 
mity to him, and in communion with him. 
And here that we may more tully con- 
ceive the Senſe of this being with Chriſt, 
in the State of pertect Felicity and Glo- 
ry, 'tis requiſite we conlider theſe Two 
Things, 1. The Higheſt Perfe&ion of the 
Obje# z and 2. A ſuitable PerfeFion of 
the SubjeF, according to its capacity, by 
which it can converie with, and enjoy, 
what continually rays, and is commus- 
nicated from ſo Glorious and Blefled an 
Objett. 

1. The ObjeZ in higheſt PerfeTion z 
When our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, not con(i- 
dered meerly as God, but as God-Man, 
1s exalted, and made as Glorious as Glo- 
ry could any way make him ; when he 
15 exalted, by way of remuneration for 
what he had done, for what he had ſuf- 
tered, 
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fered, for what he had atchieved and 
accompliſh'd by his doing aad ſuffering, 
And he is now in all that moſt verſed 
Dignity and Glory that belongs to him 
on that account ; This conhderation we 
are to have of the Glorious Obje&. We 
are to conſider the high and moſt abſo- 
lute PerfeZion of That PERSON, the 
moſt Wonderful One that ever was, and 
of which neither created Nature, nor 
uncreated, affords the like ; that is, ſuch 
a Perſon, in which all the Excellencies 
of created and uncreated Nature did 
meet, or were united z and all that Feli- 
city, and Glory, and Bleſledneſs, that 
This Perſoz, according to either Nature, 


__— 


| and both together, doth enjoy z Here 


is the Obje&t wherewith we are to Com- 
municate., 


i 2. And then to be with him, as Parti- 


| cipants, implys the connoted and conſe» 
uvential PerfeFion of the SubjeF in it ſelf, 

| the higheſt that it is capable of, the Per- 
fedion of all the Powers and Faculties be- 
longing to a Creature of ſuch a Nature. A 
wind apt to employ it (elf about things 
of higheſt Value and Excellency, able to 
comprehend whatſoever is necdtul, oy 
c 


—— 


”,. an 


* parity of the Subject, a molt intire Satis- 
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fit to be known of ſach things ; comten- 
ted not to know what is unfit. A WH, 
refin'd from all Terrene TinCtures and 
Propenſions, enlarged and attempered to 
the beſt and higheſt Good. Whence muſt 
proceed the livelieſt and pureſt deſires, 
the nobleſt and moſt grateful Perceprti- 
ons, and Delights, the pleaſanteſt and 
moſt ſatisfying Reliſhes and Fruitions. 

For (the high perfetion of the Obje? 
being ſuppoſed) the Subje@ is the Spirit 

of's Saſ Man made , Heb. 12. 23. 

f one arrived, our of an imperfed# to a 
perfect State, No ſuppolable Alluſion 
in this Text, needs to exclude the real 
ſubjective Perfection, which is (o proper 
to ſuch Spirits, and to ſuch a-State as is 
then finally referr'd to. The ſatisfaction it 
felf, which reſults,cannot but 5 propor- 
rionable; according to the perfect excel- 
lency of the Object, and the perfected c4- 


faction. Theſe two, meeting together, 
the moft Gloriows Object, and a Glorihed 
Spirit made capable of Converſing with 
it, and enjoying it to the full. This 
makes that Fulneſs of Foy, thoſe Pleaſures 
for evermore, That are at God's right hand, 

or 
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of in his power, to diſpoſe of, - in Eter« 
nal Communication, F/a/xe 16. ult; - 


Thus you have ſore Account- of the 
Object, Privatiwvezand poſctive, What is to 
be left, and Whom we are to come to; A 
fuful mortal Body to be left with-a vein 
and wicked Worlds And a Gloriows Lord 
to be approached, (O as to be with him, 1 
actual, and tomplacential, and eternal 
communion x ah fe with hizr, not as Spe- 
ctators only,” but Partakers of that Glo- 
ry whereiohe is. - Then 


2. We are to conlider the temper aid 


aiſpoftion ir\felf, of ſerious C If 
and of the faithful Minifters of C e= 
ally; in e to this State of the 
| And its made of” Tivo 
Things, and 2d. ation, 
or memMM® that is the meafure ot - the 
, and according whereto that de< 

fe is directed. 


1; This Defire is in»wvvg/e, intenſe de- 
fire, earneſt defire, rhe-tervour of de- 
fre” That is, As roy elf, and as to 

C atiy 
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any concern of mine, I do moſt earneſt- 
ly defire to be diflolved, and to be with 
briſt, z=3we ſignifies notleſs than that, 
And then 


2, The Judgment thats made of the 
caſe, unto which this deſire is confor- 
mable. + That is, that to be with Chriſt 
is far better, far better / It is a (trange 
Emphaſer, that is uſed in the Greek Text, 
to expreſs this : For there are Two Com- 
paratives , uaraw wen 5 "more: better, 
with a mighty Surpluſage beſides in the 
word conjoyn'd | many; I defire to be 
diſſolved, and to be with Chriſd ; which 
is better  better',,. by much 5 or in+ 
comparably - better ; better above- and 
beyond- all compariſon. One Compa- 
rative would not ſerve thecurn, bur he 
adds another, -and then ſuperadds a vaſt 
furpluſage over bcabove.T his is the Jadg- 
ment of the caſe, according to which 
this deſire is directed and meaſured. 


ft © we 
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And now for the reaſons of this tem- 
per and poſture of Soul, in reference to 
this State of the Caſe. There are divers 
very obvious. 


rt, That this is moſt agretable to the 
Law of our Creation, to defire and c& 
vet the moſt perte&t State whereof we 
are capable, It is an Unnatural Thing, 
not to do {0, not to covet the Pertetti- 
on of thar State, that we can final- 
ly attain to, Nature, in all Creatures, 
tends to PerfeQtion ; it is a wonſtrow 
diſorder in Nature, for any Creature, if 
itbe capable of choice, to chuſe a State 
beneath the higheſt PerfeCtion whereof 
it's capable. And 


2. It is moſt ſuitable to the deſign of 
pur Redemption, whether we confider 
he Privative Object, unto which our Re- 
demption refers, or the poftive.' The 
Privative Object, this World, that we are 

forfake and leave, with th Fleſh, 
hat con-naturalizes us to this World. 
Arif geve himfelf for ws, to deliver ws 
mw this preſent m_ World, Gal. 1. 4 

| 2 As 


4 08. Bs I - 
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As for his Redeemed Ones, thoſe for 
whom he gave himfelt, he is willing 
they ſhould be here a -while ; but he 
gave himſelf for them, that they might 
not be here always ; That he might fetch 
them out of this horrid'Abyl(s of Dark- 
nels, Impurity, afd Death. * 


And if you look to the Poſuive Ob- 
ject, our Lord died to bring ws to God, 
1 Pet. 2. 18, He ſuffered once, the Juſt 
for the Onjuſt, for this pare e, He will 
never deſiſt, till he have brought us 
quite home to God. And it became hin, 
by whom are all Things, and for whom are 
\all Things; in bringing many Sons to 
Glory, to make the Captain of their Salva- 
tion perfect by Sufferings, Heb. 2. 10. He 
Auftered; and thoſe Sutterings he under- 
- went, were the Price of \our Redemptt- 
.on; and for this, To bling the many 
.Sons to Glory, that were to b: brought. 
And it becomes Him, that made all 
_ Things by himſelf, and for himſelf, 4© 
bring about his Great and Glogious it» 
fign this way z.to make the Captain,of 
our-Salyation pertect, that is, Py 
: Maſter 
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Maſter of his - And Rev. 
We are told, Thar the Lamb, ' that: 
ſhin, was {hin on pu that be might. 
Redeem ws to God b Blood x that he 
_ be capable of ſaying at lalt, [heve. 
my Blood, and it has not been int 
vain ; here I have brought back 7 Wan- 
dering Strays to thee, that were ſeparate, 
that gone off : He has Redeeme@# 
ther to God by his Blood, -they were 
gone off from God z and "he in this 
way, fetches them back to God y' never 
reckoning his Work finiſhed, ta] he car 
ſay, Here am 1, and the Children thou haſt 


given me. | 


3: This moſt fully Anſwers the Go- 
Joel Call, under which we continually 
are, as to both the parts of the Object, 
the Privative and' Poſitive. By the Go- 
fee we are called our of the World x 

is 15 carried in the very Notion of the 
Church, it conſiſts of a People, called one 
of the World. And that call is not 6- 
niſhed-rill we are” quite out ;- but we 
muſt be out i che inclination of our 
minds to be gone tram this World, that 
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| > with the Lord.' 'And as to 
;. the-Poſitive part of the Goſpel-Cal, the 
final term of it is the Eternal Glory, The 
(od of all Grace has called ws to his ann 
Eternal Glory by Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 


$.. 10. 


4- This is mo(t ſuitable. unto the Aim 
and * Tendency of the» New Creatare, 
which is indeed che effect of the Gaſpe/- 
Gall; 'whereſoever it comes to be effe- 


etwal calling, the New Creature is the Pro- 


duct. | This is the Gexizs of the New 
Greature, to aipire upwards. . They that 
have received the firſt Fruits of the Spirit 
groan within themſelves ;, Groan as under 
a Preflure, or Burden ; to be looſened 
from this World, from this Earth, 'and 
from theſe Bodies ; and to partake in 
the Glory of the Sons of , manife- 
ſted in the proper ſeaſon, of their Mani- 
feſtation, « 8. 19. compared with 
the 23. And-as they, that in the Work 
of the New Creation, are what they are, 
New Creatzres, as being Born from Hea- 
ven ; {o they are Born tor it. "Except 
« Min be Barn arevn, from. above, be can- 


not 
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not enter i#to nor ſer the Kingdom » 
God, John 3. 9/5. He'is Born oped 
Heavenly State, when he is Regenerate, 
when he s made a New Creature, that 
he may be capable of entering into this 
K ingdow. ' And 1' Per. 1. 2. Bleſſed be 
God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who has begotten ws again to a lively hope, 
to an Inheritance incorruptible, and unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in 
Heaven for wr. Thereare Principles in- 
laid in the Work of the New Creature, 
which diſpoſe the foul God-ward, and 
Heaven-ward. Hereby they are wade 
mert to'be Partakers of the Inheritance of ' 
the Saints ir light, as in that Coloſ. 1; 12. 
And to ſouppole that there ſhould be a 
New Creature without fach a Diſpoliti- 
on as this, is to ſuppoſe-the New 'Crea- 
ture to be the moſt Unnatural Creature 
under Heaven. It muſt have Diſpoliti- 
ons in" it ſuitable to ##r Natzre, and to 
that Stare that it is deſigned uirimately 
for ; as every other Creature is ſuited co 
the Place and State it: is to hold in the 

Creation of God. 


C 4 But 


w- 
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| But then as t@ what 15 more —— 
to. Miniſters, they have mote reaſon 
than others tor this temper and diſpoſt+ 
tion of Spirit, both « they know more, 


generally, of the Diff culties of the World ; 
and ſhould be-ſuppoſed #0 know more of 
the State of the ot Pork than the ge- 
nerality K4 other Men do. 


Their Toil, and Labour, and Travel, 
while they are here in this World, is 
like to be more, read at leifure 1 Cor. 4. 
64110, 11, 12, 13. With 2: Cor. 6. 4, 5- 
They -have many more uncomfortable 
Things to exerciſe them ; eſpecially, the 
ſmall Succeſs of their Labours, that they 
often do but Sow the Wind,and ſometimes 
Reap the Whirl-wind, and may be glad ta / 
depart on this account, 


And it 15 to be ſuppoſed too, that they 
ſhould know more of the other World : For 
chey are more obliged to be daily con+ 
verſant /there 1 Their conſtant Buſineſs 
has a ſteady direct tendency - thither- 
yard : And therefore as this cannot but 
be 
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cendtpes afteianeCheiiins, it is 


to be much more ſo of the Faithful _—_y 
ſte of Chriſt. 


And therefore, to draw toa Concluſis 
on, and ſhut up all with ſome Uſe, We 
may 


1, Infer from it, The greatneſs of that 
capacity which belowgs to an intelligent im- 
mortal Spirit, that it is capable of ſuch a 
State, as being glorified with the Lord Je» 
ſus Chriſt in that high exaltation of his 
tis a State, whereof the Humane Spirit is 
capable. 'It is indeed very wnapt, very 
indiſpoſed, till the regenerating Work 
take place, till the Divine Spirit have 
molded it to that State z But then, -in 
the mean time, there is a capacity,a ground | 
work,upon which the Divine Spirit does 
operate, by Inlightening the Mind, and 
inlarging the WII, and refining and de- 
fecating the Aﬀections, and implantin 
Caleſtial Principles, that do all dif 
it Heaven-ward. But in the mean time, | 
if 
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it is a uſeful” reflexion for every Intelli. 
gent Spirit, 'that- inhabits Mortal Fleſh, 
to conſider, What do I here > While it is 
my Lot to be yet inhabiting this Fleſh, 
am I only to mind the Things of the |} 
Fleſh > I am capable of an above, | 
with the Bleſſed Glorious Lord of all, 
with Him, my greater Concernments do 
now lie. Col.3,1,2. And 


2. Itfurther lets us ſee the Wonderful 
Love of God in Chriſt, that he ſboald de- 
ſuch mean abject ereatures, as we, to 

h 2 State 4 that is, that when we de- 
part, and leave this World we are to be 
with Chriſt,  O kind Deſign ! What 
admirable Love is this, that he wilt not 
have his own to be always at a diſtance 
and far from ham! When Chriſt, who is 
our life, ſhall appear with him in _—_ 
that 1 Colof..3. 4. And-again further, . 


3. We may inter hence, that Holineſs, 
wherever it comes to have place, does com- | 
prehend and include in it Divine Wiſdoar, 

lO 


WELLS 
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Cn Perſons capdble of judging £ 
righe,..or making a- true: eſtimate | 
which are more valuable, and 
which are leſs. Till the (ancitying/ 
Work of God's Spirit take place in the 
minds and hearts of Men, | they Judge 
like Fools z they lay a Portion here on 
Earth is better, . let us dwell always a+ 
mid'ſt the Darkneſs and Death of this * 
lower World, and let them be with 
Chriſt that will. But ſays a gracious Spi- 
rit, to be with Chriſt is far better, incom-..." 
parably, beyond all comperiſer better,amdl ©: 
therefore let us depart, and be with him © 
as to any intereſt and concern of ouno? 
And this being fo, it is of "the 
greateſt Conſequence to us 1 
xt oft us to —_— to get this Tem» 
per of Spirit made habitual to our 
ſelves: For it is a Thing of Dreadhul © 
Importance, to find the Temper of ' 
Mind and Soul differ from that of 
good Chriſtians that ever were, or ever - 
(hall be. Ir is one thing indeed, to be- . 
willing to have the height of our Hap». / 
inels deferred for common Good 1 ? 
4 ut iris quite another thing, to delire to. | 


{tay \ 


b a 


Tay here becauſe rt love this World bet- 
ter, and when the Practical J of 
our* Souls, is, I had rather be here 

. When not any concern for the intereſt of 
Chriſt, or defgr of doing him Service here, 
does Reconcile me to an Earthly State ; 

butmy own” Temper and Spirit is ſuch, 

that Icannot endure the thoughts of a 

remove. And let me infiſt here a lit- 

—_—_ 


5 


; % 


© - "When the Beſt are continually go- 
* ing; and though the Worſt do not 
'” go''the lame way, they are going hence 
= roo; departing from hence, not to be 
> willing to follow ! To have a deſire 
-munning counter to the ſtream and 
- courſe of Nature, in Al, and the cur- 
rent of Grace in the Beſt, is very un- 
gccountable ; and wherein we ſhould 
by. no means Tolerate our elves.” An 
irrational Defire of what we. ſee © 
* be impoſſible : A Defire that Fights 
” againſt Neceſſity, which will be too 
hard for us, and will overcome. at 
* laſt, as to the term from which, an'as 
bode here. And an Unholy Deſire, 
bs + in 
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in reſpedt. of the term To which, viz. . * 
Not to be. with Chriſt ; ſuch a Defite 
we ſbould no more - endure in our 
ſelves, than Fire in our bofoms. 
To have ſuch an Excellent Perſox gone 
from amongſt us, as is lately gone ; 
but to have no Diſpoſition” to fol. 
low! You loved him well, and yon 
loved to hear him Preach of Heaven, 
but you cannot endure the thoughts - 
of going where he is gone ! Is this 
well 2 The World is Dying, and yot 
would live ! Miſey. eft qui clams | 
Sen. Trag. non vault mundo ſecummoriente mo+ 
ri. What a wretched Miſcreant is 
he that would be an Exception from © 
all Mankind! And cannot be content 
to Die, when the whole World it 
ing with him ! And for Chriſtians u- © 
nited with Chriſt, they are ſuch in® 
whoſe hearts there is 4 rooted Pro- 
paſics towards him, fo as to covet ® 
is Preſence above all Things , Rev.” 
22. The Spirit and the Bride (ay, come,” 
come Lord" Jeſus ;, either come and take 3 
ns. to Thee, or come "and manifeſt * 
Thy felf to us. Conſider then, how” 
ablolutely. 


=” abſolutely Neceſſary it is; if there be 
= this; Terrene Temper of Spirit, to get 
it changed, For 


1. While it remains, it counter- 
mines the Soumm of Religion. AU 
* Chriſtianity rans counter, in_the whole 
Delign of it, to-this Temper of Spi- 
it , for it terminates on -the other 
& Wotld. But when all our Thoughts 
” and Deſigns terminate on this World, 
” what a diſmal Thing is it | To have 
- a Temper and Diſpofition in me, 
= wholly repugnant to, the' Deſign of 
the Chriſtian Religion, which 1s but 
* to draw People off from this World, 
and to fit them for another ! 


” 2. It will Infer, in the next Place, 
> that whenever any Die, they muſt Die 
_ after the fame manner that Wicked 
endo, a Violent Death ; be torn away 
from their Earthly Station. He foal 
| plack him out of his Dwelling Place, and 
root him out of the Land of the Living, 
as 


% 
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as the Pſalmiſt' ſpeaks,” Pſa. 52. 3. This 
is Dying'a Violent Death z our Hearts 
do not conſent, we cannot go- but as 
we are torn up by the ng and plucke 
out: of our dwellin _ & 
quite another thing iba 
of thou thy Seruant depart in yu ; Joe 
$ deſiring to be diſſolved, and to be with 
Chriſt. And it lignibes 


3. Our not yet having taken God for 
; rong 1, our taking him to be our 
be our beſt Good, is the ſame 
ahi If God be .- our beſt God, 
he is not our God : And can we chuſe 
to be willing to be at an Eternal di- 
ſtance from our beſt Good f It-muſt ſig- 
nifie, that the Love of God has no place in 
w,, fincere Love, true Love to Chriſt : 
For it is never true, it it be not {upreatn, 
But it is the greateſt Abſurdity unagi 
ble, that I ſhould ſupreamly love one; 
that'1 defire never to be with, or en4 


Joy- 
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-'T ball only add, with reference-to 
the fad occalion that lies in view before 
ns, that what Inſtances we meet with of 
this kind, ſhould leave their ſeveral cor- 
reſpondent effects and impreſſions upon 
our Spirits, partly of Zamentation, and 
partly of Imitation, and partly of Peace- 
fel Submiſſion and SatisfaFion in the il- 
lue, however Grievous it be to us. 


1. Of Lamentation. 


It is a much to be Lamented 
Thing, when ſuch go, as thar 
Reverend and Worthy Perſon that 
is lately gone from amongſt you : 
For this Temper of Spirit being 
ſuppoſed, by how' much the more 

there was of the conjun@ Diſpoſi- 
tion to have been content to op 
ſtaid.1 ofor.: Pablick, Good..; 
This ſpeaks ſo much the more-pf 
an Excellent Spirit. When De- 
fires are (o Fervent after the Purity 


and 
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and Perte&tion of the Heavenly 
State, that nothing but ſincere 
Devotedneſs to the Intereſt of 
God in Chriſt, could make them 
patient of longer Abode on Earth. 
'Tis a Reſpect to God that either 
draws, or detains them, nothing 
but what is Divine inclines them 
either way. Either the Enjoy- 
ment of God above, or his farther 
ſervice here below. That is an 
+ Excellent Spirit that lies under 
ſuch influences. And the higher 
was the Excellency of ſuch a Man, 
the greater is the Loſs of him, 
The more he delired Heaven, 
within ſuch Limits, the greater 
was his Valoe, and with fo much 
the brighter luſtre he ſhone on 
Earth. 


D There 
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There is much of God con(pi- 
cuous in ſuch a Man. And it 
was not a little of him that was 
obſervable in this Worthy Per- 
lon. Such a Conrſe as his was, that 
Even Conrſe, that Peaceful Courſe, 
wherein was {o eminent Dewo- 
tedneſs to God, and Bemgnity to- 
wards Man, ſhewed his Spirit was 
toucht by the one, tor the other. 
It could not be, but by wmfi«- 
ence from Heaven , that he fo 
ſteadily tended thitherward him- 
lelt, and was only willing ro 
ſtay lo long out of it, that he 
might mmwvite and th on as 
many as he could with him thi- 
ther. 


Hereby he appeared fo much 
the more attempered to the Hea- 
venly State, and that World where 
Di- 
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Divine Love Gowerns, makin 
a Man by how much the more 
ſtrongly he was attracted himlelf 
by it, {o much the more deſirous 
ro attract others. 


It is what ſuch a one has a+ 
bout him of God on Earth, that 
makes him a deſirable Thing to 
us here ; it is not what Men 
have of the carthly Spirit,but what 
they have of the Divine Spirit, 
That makes them utctul , both 
by their Labowurs and Examples, 
to this World of ours ; as was 
this eminent Servant of Chriſt. 
It is a great Thing, to have one 
paſs {o long continued Courle as 
his was, with 1o equal a temper. It 
is like I may have known him 
longer than many or moſt ot you 


that were not related. 
2 About 
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About Fifty Years I remember 


his Courle, and our Converſati- 
on was rot caſual or at a diſtance, 
as that of meer Colleagues, cho- 
ſen by others, but as Friends in- 
ward, and choſen by our ſelves, 
many a day we have Prayed to- 
gether, conferr'd and taken ſweet 
Counſel together ; when he was at 
Once an Example, and Ornament 
to his Colledge, where he lived 
Reſpected and Beloved of all, but 
of them moſt, who moſt knew 
him ; That conſtant ſerenity, and 
equality of mind, that ſeriouſneſs, 
that humility, wherein he excel- 
led, rendered him Amiable to Ob- 
ſervers ; And therewith that in- 
dufiry and diligence that he uſed 
in his younger days, by which he 
laid up that great Stock of Learn- 
ing and Uſeful Knowledge, that 
made 
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made him (when Providence cal- 
led him to the City) a well-inſtru- 
Hed Scribe, capable and apt to 
bring out of his Trealury Things 
New and Old, whereot there is, 
and will be a long extant Proot 
in his judicious and dilucid Expos» 
fitions of the Epiſtles to the Philip- 
pians and the Coloſſeans,which was 
the Part he bore in the Supple- 
ment tro'that moſt Uſetul Work, 
the Engliſh Annotations on the Bible 
by the Reverend Mr. Matthew 
Pool. 


In the great City he ſhone, a 
Bright and Burning Light, ill 
many {uch Lights were in one day 
put under a Buſhel, I need not 
rel] you what, or how black, that 
day was. And then, chouph he 
was conſtrained to delert his Sta- 
D 3 tion, 
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tion, he did not deſert his Ma- 
ſter's Work ; but ſtill he was 
with God, and God was with 
him ; and you know it I doubr 
not, many of you, what it was 
to live under {o truly Evangelical 
a Miniſter ; to have DoGrine trom 
time to rime diſtilling as the Dew 
and dropping upon you, ſuch, as 
from which you might perceive 
how great was his Acquaintanct 
with the Myſteries of Chriſt: In 
reference to thole, over whom he 
had opportunity to Watch, it 
was undoubtedly, it it were not 
their great Fault, their very great 
Advantage. 


As to his Domeſtick Relations, 
knowing ſo much of him, I can- 
not, but ſo much the more La- 
ment their loſs, God vvill I doubt 
nar 


— —— > — 


Death of Mr. Rich. Adams. 39 


not, be the bereaved Widovvs 
Portion ; but it ought, with ter- 
derneſs to be confider d, What 
it was for one Perſon to loſe 
ſuccefiively Two ſuch Helps, as 
This & her former Husband were, 
( who was alſo in another Univerſity 
my former and moſt inward Friend 
that Worthy Man Mr. Tho- 
mas Wadſworth) both Eminent 
Inſtruments in the Church of 
Chriſt. 

And this has been more emi- 
nently Remarkable - concerning 
him that 1s lately gone, that the 
Relations. of the Family, to whom 
he was not Naturally Related, the 
Branches from another Root, yet 
had that apprehenſion of his Love 
and Care of them, and of their 
own Lols, as to defire this Pub- 
lick Teſtimony might from them 


C 4 re- 
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remain of him, that he was to 
them as tender a Father, as if he 
had been a Natural One, ſuch Fa- 
thers-in-Law are {eldom known, 
and therefore it ought to be men- 
tioned, as that which may ſignify 
ſomewhat towards the Embalm- 
ing of his Memory among you, 


Graces, when diffuſed, give 
their pleaſant Reliſhes, to all that 
any way partake of them. 


What follows, was delivered in 
Writing into my hands to be in- 
ſerted, by a Dear Relation of 


his, 
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His Humility and Self-denial 
were eminently conſpicuous in bis 
taking npon him the Care and 
Charge of ſo ſmall and poor a 
People, and continuing with them 
to the damage of his own Efiate, 
though he had conſiderable Offers 


elſewhere. 


His Meekneſs, as it was wery 
viſible in all bis Converſation, it 
was ſingularly ſbewed in his bear- 
ing and paſſeng by Slights and Af- 
fronts, even from thoſe he had we- 
ry much obliged, taking off the Re- 
ſentments, that bis Friends had 
the Injuries of that kind put upon 
bim, by Abaſing himſelf, ſaying, 
I'm an Unworthy Creature, I de- 
{erve no better. 


His 
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His Candour every one was cer- 
tainly made ſenſible of, 'who ſhould 
offer to ſpeak, any thing RefleStingly 
about any Perſon behind their backs, 
for he was ſure to windicate - or le» 


mify in this Caſe, as far as be 
conld. 


When Labours, Weakneſs, and 
Age had work'd out his Strength 
of Body, there was never any thing 
appeared ſo manifeſtly to trouble 
him, as being neceſſitated to deſiſt 
from conſtant Preaching -——---- And, 
notwithſtanding all Temporal Dif» 
couragements '# met with in the 
courſe of his Miniſtry, his Mind, to 
the very laſt, was to have both his 
Sons brought up to it. 
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During the ſhort tinte of his lafl 
Illneſs, when his Head appeared 
ſomewhat diſordered in other things 
by the Pains that were upm him, it 
was obſervable, that "he always 
ſhewed himſelf ſenfible in Hearing 
or Diſconrſing abont any 'hing Res 
ligions, being among other things 
diſcourſed with by his Brother 4- 
bout the diſcharge of his Mimitry, 
| be anſwered, he hoped, - be bad en- 
deavonred to ſerve God faitbfillly, 
and ſincerely, though be bad been an 
unprofitable Servant : About Five 
bours before his death, he ſaid, God 
is my Portion, and deſired thoſe a- 
bont hint to joyn with bim in Prayer, 
wherein be expreſſed himſelf wery 
ſnitably to his Caſe as a lying Man, 
concluding thus : Grant that when 
this Earthly Tabernacle is diſlol- 
ved, I may be raken ro thoſe 
Man- 
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Manſions not made. with hands 
Eternal in the Heavens. 


As his Life was calm and 
ſerene, ſo was his Dying, for tho' 
throughout bis Sickneſs, be was all 
along apprebenſive of yg 
death : There was no _ 
on hjs Spirit, Of which he him- 
ſelf hes gave this Account, I 
know in whom I have belie- 
ved. 


of Imitation. 


And as ſuch Stroaks, when they 
come , ought: to be Lamented, 
They that by ſnch Stroaks are taken 
away, ought to be Imitated. The 
Example remains ; you have the 
Idea left ; you know how ſuch a 
one Lived, how he Walked, how 


he 
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he Converſed with his Family, 
how he Converſed with you as he 
had occaſion : That Excellent 
Spirit he diſcovered in all, how 
much of an Imitable Example has 
it given toall choſe that are ca- 
pable of Imitating, and Recei- 
ving Inſtruction that way. 


3. Of SatisfaFtion. 


But it ought alſo to have the ef- 
ſet of Satisfaion in the Divine 
Pleaſure ; When ſuch a Blow as 
this comes,do not repine,Peacetul- 
ly ſubmit, tho' it carry ſmartneſs 
and leverity with it. You ought 
to fee] it, but yer notwithſtand- 
ing to receive" it with Submiſſive 
Silence, to be dumb,and not open 
your Mouths, remembring who 
hath done it, and that it is the dil- 


polal 
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polal of Wiſdaw that cannot Err, 
as well as of Power that cannot be 
reliſted,and of K indneſs and Good- 
neſs that has its Gratetulneſs to 
this departed Servant of His, For 
conſider, that notwithſtanding his 
Willingnels to have ſtaid longer, 
if his Lord, whoſe be was, and 
whom he ſerved, had thought fir. 
Yet this could not but be his Ha- 
bitual Senſe, To deſire to depart, and 
to be with biw, which was far bet- 
fer. 


And if Chriſt be pleaſed, and 
he be pleaſed, why thould we be 
dilplcaſcd. 


This was the Will of Chriſt, 
declared by his Word as to the 
thing, Joh. 17. 24. Father, I 
Will, that thoſe that thou haſt given 


me, 


+ Satisfattion ! 
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me, be with me where I am, to behald 
my Glory. And declared by the E- 
vent 4s tothe time. And his will, 
both becauſe it was Chriſts, and be- 
cauſe it was beſt. Whoare we, that 
we ſhould oppole owr Will to fo 
kind a Will, on Chriſt's part, and 
ſo well-pleaſed « Will on his part ? 
Or that a Diſlatisfadtion ould 
remain with us, as to what there 
is with Chriſt, and him, lo entire 
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Here follows ſome SERMONS and 
-DISCOURSES which was writ- 
ten by the late Deceaſed Mr. Rich. 
Adams, viz. | 


HAT in the Morning-Exerciſe 

at St. Giless, SER XXVL 
ot Hell, from Mathew 25th. Vetſe 
4t- . 


In the to the Moming- 
Exerciſe SE RM. XVII Wahi ore 


Duties of Parents a#d Children, from 
Coloſſians the '34. 


